
  

Dvořák Prague Festival to Open with a Magnificent Performance of 
The Specter's Bride 

Prague,  29  August  2018  –  The  opening  concert  of  this  year's  11 th edition  of  the  Dvořák  Prague
International Music Festival, held in the Rudolfinum on 7 September 2018, will feature a work that
brings together the extraordinary mastery of two geniuses: composer Antonín Dvořák and poet Karel
Jaromír Erben. The Specter's Bride is a cantata that bonds Dvořák's music with Erben's poetry to create
a work of art with an emotionally strong impact. The performance will  be delivered by the Czech
Philharmonic and the Czech Philharmonic Choir of Brno under the direction of Jakub Hrůša. The part
of the maiden who prayed for her sinful desires and nearly paid with her life for doing so will be
performed by soprano Kateřina Kněžíková, while tenor Richard Samek will lend his voice to her dead
lover. Baritone Svatopluk Sem will assume the role of the narrator. Despite its dramatic and musical
qualities, this extraordinary work is rarely featured in concerts.

Jakub Hrůša will also conduct the Czech Philharmonic in a unique rendition of the original complete
version of Saint Ludmila, a monumental oratorio whose symbolic performance on September 15, the
day on which the Czech saint died, will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
sovereign state of  the Czech and Slovak nations.  ‘We want to honor the 100th anniversary of  the
founding of Czechoslovakia by showcasing Dvořák's great work that embodies his humility, faith, and
unassuming patriotism as well as his ability to see beyond the horizon, to appreciate the world, and to
enrich others with music that is intrinsically rooted in his nation's heritage, but, at the same time,
transcends  all  borders,’  said  the  festival's  Artistic  Director  Marek  Vrabec.  Saint  Ludmila  will  be
performed not only in the Rudolfinum, but also on Jan Palach Square, on an outdoor stage where the
performers from the concert in Rudolfinum's Dvořák Hall  will be joined by 250 singers from other
choirs. The concert will be shown on a large screen and broadcast live on Czech Television. Apart from
the concert performances, the program, which begins at 5:00 p.m., will offer interviews with artists
and other prominent guests.

During the ensuing evenings, the Dvořák Prague Festival will present the Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields, a London-based orchestra known for refined renditions of Mozart's works, their compatriots
from  the  Orchestra  of  the  Age  of  Enlightenment,  the  Camerata  Salzburg  from  Austria,  and  the
Staatskapelle Dresden which is returning with conductor Manfred Honeck and the charming Bernarda
Fink following a two-year hiatus. The lineup of star soloists featured in this year's edition is headed by
extraordinary pianist  Krystian Zimerman. Other great performers to grace the festival's  stages will
include excellent younger generation pianists Evgeny Kissin and Valentina Lisitsa, and violinist Janine
Jansen. The curator of the festival's Chamber Series will be the outstanding Israeli clarinetist Sharon
Kam. 

A significant position among the donors of the Dvořák International Music Festival Prague belongs to
the patron of culture Mr. Karel Komárek, whose Karel Komárek Family Foundation has replaced the
KKCG investment group.  The festival  has  been supported by the Ministry  of  Culture of  the Czech
Republic and the City of Prague since the very beginning. 

Visit www.dvorakovapraha.cz for additional information and advance ticket sales.

Thanks to the extensive scope of works created by the most famous Czech composer,  opportunities
continue to abound for new discoveries of Dvořák's music. None is better suited for this task than a



  

festival that bears the master's name. Every year, the offerings of Dvořák Prague Festival include the
composer's widely known works as well as compositions that are rarely performed or have been nearly
forgotten. Each piece will be presented in an outstanding performance delivered by leading artists from
the Czech Republic and abroad. Traditionally, the festival's axis is the Dvořák Collection, a programming
series whose current edition will complete a two-year series presenting all of Dvořák's works for choir
and orchestra – oratorios, cantatas, and masses. This year,  The Specter's Bride and the oratorio  Saint
Ludmila will be complemented by an equally remarkable programming initiative – a performance of the
Mass in D major in Dvořák's seldom-played version for organ and strings. The performance has been
prepared at the festival's request by organist and conductor Stephen Cleobury and will feature Czech
soloists backed by the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment and the King's College Choir, both from the
United Kingdom. A rarity in this year's program is the almost never-performed celebratory cantata, The
American Flag, Dvořák's only work composed to a text in English, the poem of the same title by J. R.
Drake. The program will also include Psalm 149 and the Festival Song. The solo vocal parts in Dvořák's
works  will  be  performed by  a  group of  elite  Czech  and Slovak  singers,  including sopranos  Kateřina
Kněžíková  and  Pavla  Vykopalová,  mezzo-sopranos  Markéta  Cukrová  and  Alena  Kropáčková,  tenors
Richard Samek, Ondřej Koplík, and Aleš Voráček, baritones Roman Hoza and Svatopluk Sem, and bass
Jozef Benci.

The 100th anniversary of the birth of another great composer, Leonard Bernstein, will be commemorated
by two outstanding soloists: Dutch violinist Janine Jansen, who will be backed by the leading Austrian or -
chestra, Camerata Salzburg, and pianist Krystian Zimerman, who will perform alongside the Czech Radio
Symphonic Orchestra conducted by the recently appointed chief conductor Alexander Liebreich. Oppor-
tunities to see a Zimerman concert are rare. Moreover, he personally collaborated with Bernstein, and
the symphony The Age of Anxiety will be performed in its authentic arrangement. Other highly antici-
pated festival events will  include a concert by Russian piano prodigy Jevgenij Kissin and a recital by
Ukrainian-born pianist Valentina Lisitsa. As every year, Dvořák Prague will be attended by the world's
leading orchestras. The closing concert of this season's edition will be delivered by Staatskapelle Dresden
with conductor Manfred Honecke and mezzosoprano Bernarda Fink, who will perform Dvořák's Biblical
Songs. Other orchestras featured during the festival include the legendary London-based Academy of St.
Martin in the Fields, the no less renowned Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment from the United King-
dom, and the Austrian ensemble, Camerata Salzburg. As every year, on one evening the Rudolfinum's
Dvořák Hall will belong to up-and-coming stars who are at the beginning of their successful careers. This
time the festival's main stage will be shared by South Korean violinist Bomsori Kim and Czech pianist
Lukáš Klánský. Both young musicians are certain to make the headlines on many an occasion in the fu-
ture.

Apart from monumental symphonic and choral works, chamber music forms an integral part of the festi-
val's program. This year, for the first time in the festival's history, the curator of the Chamber Series will
be a woman, the outstanding Israeli clarinetist Sharon Kam. She will be featured on five nights with ex-
traordinary chamber music performers and soloists. On September 10, the opening concert of this ‘festi -
val within a festival’ will present two masterful chamber music pieces – clarinet quintets by Mozart and
Brahms, which Sharon Kam will perform alongside other renowned soloists with whom she frequently
collaborates on concert stages: Isabelle van Keulen and Ulrike-Anima Mathé on violin, Volker Jacobsen
on viola, and Gustav Rivinius on cello will join her to make these masterful compositions come alive. A
get-together with Sharon Kam and Isabelle van Keulen will take place after the performance in the con-
cert hall.  The closing concert  of the Chamber Series will  feature two intimate, yet  very momentous
works of two masters of 20th century music – Arnold Schönberg and Olivier Messiaen. The international
ensemble of  first-rate soloists invited by Sharon Kam will  include Czech virtuoso Josef  Špaček, long-
standing member of the Pražák Quartet, Michal Kaňka, young Israeli pianist Matan Porat, and a number
of other prominent chamber music performers. Sharon Kam will also be featured as a soloist accompa-
nied by the acclaimed Academy of St. Martin in the Fields in a performance of Mozart's famous Clarinet



  

Concerto. Other works will include compositions for quartet from three different periods performed by
the renowned Belcea Quartet from London.

← Media Contact
← Silvie Marková, Lucie Čunderliková
← Public Relations
← E: press@dvorakovapraha.cz
← M: +420 604 748 699, 733 538 889; T: +420 272 657 121
←
←
← Dvořák Prague Festival

← The Dvořák Prague International Music Festival is not only a celebration of the musical genius of Antonín Dvořák, the 
world's most acclaimed Czech composer, but also an important social event. It is a showcase of outstanding performers, conduc-
tors, and world famous orchestras and chamber ensembles that come to Prague to present Dvořák's music and works of other 
celebrated composers to the international audience in the Czech capital. Organized by the Classical Music Academy, the festival 
was co-founded and receives the long-term patronage of entrepreneur and philanthropist Karel Komárek. The Dvořák Prague 
Festival also enjoys the long-term support of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and the City of Prague. Our thanks go
to all other partners and sponsors who help us bring the most prominent international stars and classical music performers to 
Prague.
←
← Main sponsor  Karel Komárek Family Foundation  Supported by  Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, City of 
Prague  Main partner  KKCG Real Estate, KIKA, MND  Partners of concerts  CzechPromotion, S.E.N. Marketing Company, Pal-
ladium Offices  General media partner  Czech Television  Main media partners  Mafra Media Group, Czech Radio  Media 
partners  Harmonie, Classic Praha, Forbes Česko, Reportér, Lidové noviny, Literární noviny, Týdeník Rozhlas, Expres FM, Proglas,
Katolický týdeník  Official car  BMW  Nonprofit partner  Karel Komárek Proměny Foundation  Special thanks  Czech Phil-
harmonic, Borough of Prague 1, National Gallery in Prague, Dvořák Society  Held under the auspices of  Adriana Krnáčová, 
Mayor of Prague  Artistic Director  Marek Vrabec 
←
← Dvořák Prague is a member of the Czech Association of Music Festivals. Held from 7 to 21 September 2018.
← Visit www.dvorakovapraha.cz for additional information.
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